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Special Comment 


The first two books to be reported, Robert Wilder's BRIGHT FEATHER (Putnam) and 
G.B.: Stern's NO SON OF MINE (Macmillan) do not quite qualify as MUST BOOKS. because their 
markets are somewhat special — they aren't everyone's meat. But certainly they are not 
DARK HORSES, so we are compromising by giving them "Honorable Mention" herewith.- Don't 
bypass them; you'll miss good bets - but they'll need special attention. 


May 17 


Wilder, Robert Putnam 
BRIGHT FEATHER $3.00 


* A good story in the hands of a good story teller, which will make even those 
allergic to historical romance sit in on the whole performance. In the field of extra- 
sensory perception, a re-working of history, this time Florida and the montage behind the 
Seminole War of 1832-42, during which, according to this scathing, bitter tale, the United 
States, by its treacherous, uneducated, selfish program lost the respect of the Indian 
tribes and of most right-thinking citizens. In the sfory of Old Clay Hammond, avid of 
power, wealth, selfish indulgence, and his grandson, (lay, and that of Asseola, son of a 

@ Scot and a Creek woman, is the conflict of greed, repaid at any price, and of childhood 
loyalties whose hold is not broken even by war. Clay,leshed by his crippled grandsire, 
and Asseola (better known later by his name Osceola), firebrand of the Seminoles, who 
would not be transported under any treaty to lands which were not theirs, and who.would 
not give up their useful slaves to any white demands, are parted, after a happy boyhood: 
together, despite disapproval,by the policies of the white emperors and their demands on 
the U.S. government. Clay is further isolated by Old Clay's persistence in his rights. 
Clay, his marriage broken, his grandfather killed, finds himself when war comes, still 
unable to kill Indians, so allows himself to be persuaded to be a scout and dispatch 
bearer, and so is present at Dade’s massacre. At the expense of marriage to Sue, whose 
brothers had been ruined by Old Clay, young Clay continues with the Army, is captured by 
Asseola, and- a civilian once more- is able to decide to return to the plantation life, 
and rebuild. Asseola, captive under a broken peace treaty, sees Clay again at St. August-~ 
ine, pities him for his white loyalty, promises subsequent revenge on the part of the 
Indians. A shameful record, with factual background and a carrying sense of character 
and dialog, if not always of plot, this is Wilder’s important book, and merits the pub- 
lisher's enthusiastic endorsement. 


i May 18 


; Macmillan 
NO SON OF MINE $3.50 





/ Stern, G.B. 





This is completely off the track of G.B. Stern's predictable novels (which have 
previously fitted into two classes - substantial family sagas such as The Matriarch 
series - and delectable froth like The Dark Gentleman). It is difficult to spot the mar- 
ket - for it should reach out to include those readers who prefer the novel verging on 
the esoteric, who read with avidity those books called “critics books” in the trade. 
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Remember Symons' fascinating The Quest for Corvo? This has somewhat that same appeal - a 
story told on two thresholds, of a persistent, if diffused search for co.mecting links in 
an almost lost record. Miss Stern is telling two stories, on different levels,- the story 
of Robert, vagrant, wanderer, who seizes a resemblance to the dead Robert Louis Stevenson 
to capitalize on it as a source of income and a measure of security without imperilling his ~ 
freedom from the chains of civilization. To give credence to his imposture, he follows 
Stevenson's trails in Scotland, on the Continent, making strange contacts, using and being 
used by various types of people, linked by the slender thread of their devotion to the 
memory of the man whose son he claimed to be. Bit by bit, the portrait of R.L.S. is built, 
for the reader as well as for Robert; but it is Robert himself, with his conflicts and con- 
tradictions, who dominates a story that exerts a strange compulsion on the reader. 





























May ?? 


Hamilton, Kay Macrae-Smith 
YOUNG DOCTOR GLENN $2.50 


The many problems, medical and marital, that beset Jim Glenn as- after marrying ; 
Lucy, @ luxury item,-he returns to a small New England town to take up the practice of his | 
father who suicided. The friction between Lucy and himself when Lucy sports around the 4 
town with the summer set, the gradual redemption of his practice and exoneration of his fa- 
ther, all keep him antious and busy until Lucy, the fault not altogether hers, settios down. 


Bdcuraticnal romance for unoccupied moments. 
June 23 


Waugh, Evelyn Little, Brown 
THE LOVED ONE $2.50 


Entertaining as Evelyn Waugh's practiced wit may be, the mockery here seems a 
little macabre for all tastes. Following almost on the heels of Cedric Belfrage's 4bide 
With Me (Wm. Sloane - see report P. 175), Waugh's name and his satiric proficiency will | 
outpace the Belfrage book at a walk. For this, pursuing an unpalatable profession, levels 
sardonic humor at the funeral parlor game, follows in unlovely detail the career of Dennis ~~ 
Barlow, English expatriate in Hollywood. Taking “one of the few jobs an Englishman doesn’t ~ 
take", at The Happier Hunting Ground, a pet cemetery, Barlow contributes to the final dis- © 
grace of his friend Sir Francis who strings himself to the rafters. In arranging for the 2 
interment of his Loved One, Denis meets cosmetician Aimee Thanatogenos who has found trans- — 
figuration in her work. Confused by the rather earthly attentions of Dennis, by the count 
ship of Mr. Joyboy who since he has fallen in love gives all his stiffs a smile of Radiant 
Childhood, Aimee finally disposes of herself in Mr. Joyboy's icebox....Certainly not a Must, 
even for Waugh addicts. : . 


June 24 


Berlin, Ellin Doubleday 3 
LACE CURTAIN $3.00 # 


A distinct advance in professional skill over her first novel, [and I Have 
Chosen — and once again a story of marriage, in this case, between Veronica, raised ina 
family to whom the Catholic Church was inspiration and refuge, and a Protestant, Jamie Stair,: 
to whose aristocratic blue-blood background, Catholicism in the United States waa eutesae oe 
the pale of social acceptance. Ellin Berlin has achieved a rare balance,- while never de- ~ 
crying the faith which was everything to Veronica, while integrating its traditions, its § 





that in Veronica, the balance of values was weighted against her loyalty to a marriage which | 
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at times she thought she put first. As a family study,- there again conflicting loyalties 

inject elements of disunity, and make this quite an extraordinarily penetrating book. The 
‘Reardons- “lace curtain Irish” - are a warm-hearted clan; one likes them despite their in- 

' tolerances, likes even their prejudices better than those of the Stairs, to whom the Social 
Register is the ultimate objective of all right-minded Episcopalians. At times the story 
interest lags; the book is overlong; the tale is told too soon. But it has a holding quality 
that keeps one reading, never quite losing hope that Veronica will grow just enough beyond 
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a a the confines of the protection the Church means to her to admit Jamie into the charmed circle — 
: = of her ultimate faith. The setting- New York and Long Island; the time spans two wars. ; 
a June 2§ 
4 Stark, Irwin : Viking 
THE INVISIBLE ISLAND L~ $3.00 


A thoughtful, if at times uneventful novel, developed from a short story which 
originally appeared in the Antioch Review, this pursues a white man's attempt to apply 
democracy in a Harlem school. Matthew Stratton, after the death of a friend during the war, 
e takes a job in New York's blackbelt out of the “guilt of safety", confronts the antagonism 
. of the boys he is to teach - particularly Johnny Boston "with hate ell packed tight in him". 
: oe More in the past than in the present, this returns to Stratton's youth, his first love, his 
—_ first contacts on the liberal-intellectual fringe; his friendship with Howard, who had died; 
Ee and his love for Anne, who had also loved Howard, but who now is free. At the close, with — 
Johnny Boston's outbreak into violence and death, Stratton finds he has lost another battle- 
but not hope. Analytical, presumably self-analytical writing, this has both honesty and 
vision, but lacks concentrated dramatic action. 
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lauferty, Lilian : Doubleday 
BARITONE L—$3.00 










Of the musical career of foreign born Anthony Carlos, this retails much of the 
backstage manoesuverings of the opera-concert profession. Carlos’ one aim is to get to the - a 
top and for that all else can be sacrificed. First to go is his Italian born wife and child, | 
next any allegiance to the “Met”fame he might have had, and- reaching one pinnacle- he turns 4 
on the manager who has helped him to success. Lisa, his second wife, is able to accept his ~ 
selfishness, but finally smashes their marriage when a friend's daughter cormits suicide be- 
cause of her affair with Carlos and her pregnancy. Picturing an artist whose voice is his 

alibi for entire self-absorption, his ommipotence in the lives of others, this debunks the 

glamour of « public star. 
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Rinehart 
THE HOUSE BY THE SEA $2.75 


Godden, Jon 








A strange story, redeemed from melodrama by imaginative, responsive prose; dis- 
tinguished by an intensity of emotionalism often close to abandon. . Edwina, who retreats 
at 40 after a lifetime of overshadowed spinsterdom, to a house by the sea on the coast of a 
Cornwall, finds her isolation broken by the fugitive, later-to-be-revealed murderer, sullen, } 
violent Ross Dennehay, Ungainly, insecure, unsatisfied, Edwina finds in the younger boy . 
her first opportunity to protect, to love, but is unable untimately to save him from SDEtee 
hension, from death. The distortion in character gives this its unusual, often compelling — 

character, but is unlikely to attract average reading tastes. 
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Hale, Garth Dutton aa 

THE VICTORY OF PAUL KENT $3. S/ 2 , 
A sober theme, developed with not too sober dramatic incident, this tells of 

a young Methodist preacher's conflict with his conscience. Handpicked from the semin- 

ary to fill a temporary pastorate in a desirable community, Paul Kent and his wife 

Lorene find the midwestern town of Bennet a rewarding position after many years of 

study and sacrifice. There Paul is the only source of confession for Charlotte Bryan, 

who had become pregnant by Charles Ware, only son of a prominent member of the church 

who had used his influence in Kent's favor. With Charlotte's death, later proved to be 

murder, it is Kent alone who knows that young Ware is the killer, and, although jeo- 

pardizing the permanence of his future in Bennet, his conscience drives him to expose 

the murderer. Transferred down to a poor pastorate which offers little, Paul and ag 

Lorene still see the light of the “cause” and do not regret his stand. Adequate. a | 


July 9” 


Bax, Roger Harper 
THE TROUBLE WITH MURDER $2.50 

Again a novel of crime, this follows Disposing of Henry (1947) and is again a 
precise pursuit of a man's intellectual - rather than instinctual - impulse to kill. 
Arthur Cross, who survives a concentration camp which leaves him conscienceless, returns 
to England to share, with his cousin, in an uncle's benevolence and affection and the 
promise of a substantial inheritance. Wanting his share now, rather than later, Cross 
plans ingeniously and infallibly his uncle's murder, waits many months before he can 
effect it with an alibi which the police cannot perforate much as they dislike him. But 
@ chance witness, a girl of easy virtue, follows him down after the case is closed, 
causes him to kill again spontaneously and less successfully, eventually leads to his 
desperate undoing. Accomplished. 


Hodapp, William- éd. Farrar, Straus 
THE PLEASURES OF THE JAZZ AGE @ $4.00 74 


With the emphasis more firmly on the fiction of the '20's, there is however 
enough of non-fiction inclusions to round out this anthology which, in its broad panor- 
ama, presents the preoccupations of that era. “What they were reading - when” is made 
clear in all the best - and worst- of the writing of the decade. With the opening gam- 
bit to T. Scott Fitzgerald, the selections include excerpts from Vina Delmer, Michael 
Arlen, Burnett, Atherton, Lehmann, Ibanez, Dos Passos, Baretto, Hutchinson, Dreiser, 
and on and on through the roll call of popular, sensational and literary writers: the 
non-fiction represents the revolt expressed in the fiction in the ideas of Havelock 
Bllis, Judge Ben Lindsey, Hitler, Asbury, Katherine Mayo, Halliburton,: there is humor 
from Will Rogers, Thurber and White, Chic Sales. A reflection of a decade which will 
bring shudders of embarrassment,as well as happiness in remembrance. A collection 
that commemorates the emotional as well as the social atmosphere of those years. 


TOO LATE 


Jameson, Storm Macmillan 
BLACK LAUREL $3.00 


The chief value of this book lies, not in the story, which fails to gather the 
momentum for which the reader is prepared, but in the photographic sense it gives of ene 
ilization caught at a moment of lowest ebb in ravished Germany. One is actually — 





in the midst of wreckage, not only physically in Berlin and elsewhere, but in the hearts 
BS and souls of men,- both the conquered and the conquerors. Flash after flash gives one 
' the idealists, the acquisitive, the despairing, the embittered, those seeking a cure for 
| @® the world and those seeking revenge, those who are victims and those who are still ag- 
; gressors. A few stand out as individuals, but the story itself limps and helts, in the 
method of telling, so that it makes difficult reading, lacks clarity of execution. But 
there are pictures and portraits left that are unforgettable. (Publ.) 


Tey, Josephine Macmillan 
MISS PYM DISPOSES $2.50 


From mirth to mystery, the author does a better job with Miss Pym as an amused 
and amusing bystander at a girls’ physical training college in England than as a psycho- 
logist-moralist-amateur criminologist. Miss Pym, a retired French teacher, has become 
famous overnight with her book that debunks psychology. A stay at a school where she 
has lectured gives Miss Pym a chance to apply her knowledge of human nature, to sleuth 
about in a killing, in turning up needed evidence. Good characterization of both stu- 
dents and their eccentric faculty makes this a fairly competent job but it is disappoint- 
ing that the whole does not maintain the same quality as the first half of the book. 
Strictly feminine fare. (5/11) 


Van Der Meersch, Maxence | Pelligrini & Cudahy 
BODIES AND SOULS $3.75 


A powerful book, which may gather momentum through word of mouth publicity, 
since it stirs profoundly all who can stay by its scenes of almost unbearable suffering, 
degradation and gore. A beautiful, tender love story runs through the book, which might 

= have been lost sight of in the greater struggle of good and evil. The author has chosen 
a *, medicine as his framework- and brings home dramatically the thought implicit in his title, 
-s that France, in its materialism and decadence, has lost sight of the importance of the 
a soul within the body. Ambitious, self-seeking doctors and surgeons, cabinet ministers 
wk wielding unhealthy influence on medicine, the rich using their power to their own ends, 
and a tiny handful keeping their integrity at all costs- these are the characters in a 
- superb and gripping story. Don't overlook it. (Publ.) 


Walker, Gertrude ’ Putnam 
SO DEADLY FAIR $2.75 


The fascination of the flesh, and its concomitant corruption, for the story of 
- Walter Johnson, as he meets up with Elizabeth Frazer, in Minnesota, where she tries to 
hang her murder of her husband on him. Wanting her, expensive as it may be, Johnson es- 
capes with her to the west, keeps her for three years until she leaves him, framed with 
her murder. Even with nocorpus delicti to establish, Johnson is convicted as she had 
Planned. Paroled ten years later, he by chance finds her again, now married to wealth, 
and imposes revenge and retribution..... For the some that like it hot, this electri- 


fies rather than edifies. (5/7) 
CHOOSE YOUR WEAPON 


July So. 


Pearce, Dick Random House ss 
DESERT STEEL 7 $2.50 J: 4 
py Tough, fast-paced adventure, and a bit of romance, in this story of buildinga ~~ 
-@ railroad through a New Mexican desert valley. Invincible Jim Lineer overcomes innumerable 7 
ee obstacles,- lack of water, a boss who is a weakling, feuds, attempted murder and gun bat- | 
_  tiles,- to get the line built, show his rival for what he is, and win the rival's fiancee. 
' Nothing out of the ordinary. | | 
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July 8 


Coles, Manning Doubleday 

AMONG THOSE ABSENT 7 $2.00 - 
Thomas Elphinstone Hambledon, of Foreign Office Intelligence, requested to 

break the tantalizing mystery of successive prison-breaks, becomes a prisoner himself to — 

get the story from the inside. In highly mechanized, well-equipped procedures, he fol- o. 

lows leads to the pay-off in his own escape, enocunterine jewels, larceny, clever fellows — 

and murder en route, - also Bagshott of Scotland Yard. Smooth English. Crime Club. 


Ermine, Will Doubleday 
LAST OF THE LONGHORNS $8700 /$2 50. 


Rather routine, this saga of the Brett-Cameron company, and the troubles between 
old Cameron's sons, Stash and Lee. Stash tries to make trouble between his father and his % 
partner Jim Brett, fights with Lee over the girl they both love, breaks up the old partner- ~ 
ship. It is Lee who finally saves the whole situation, gets the girl and brings about a | 
reconciliation, after Stash's downfall. Regulation range stuff. | 


Doubleday 


Stein, Aaron Marc 
THE CRADLE AND THE GRAVE $2.00 


Tim Mulligan and Elsie Mae Hunt, archaeologists who dig for murder solutions 
too, find their aptitudes exercised and overworked as they are first to get a hint of 
evil doings, are included in an ex-service group who worked together in the Pacific and — 
whose loyalty cannot be cracked by mere civilian killings. Exeunt two adults, a kidnap- | 
ped baby, and the scientists apply proper methods to find their answers. Solider on sit- a7 


& YS and character than most. 
REP IST S 


BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) for June 


Carr, J.D. - THE PROBLEM OF THE WIRE CAGE Stockton, J. Roy - THE GASHOUSE GANG 
Cerf, B.- Fd. - THE UNEXPECTED Thorne, Anthony - CABBAGE HOLIDAY 
Le May, Alan - WILD JUSTICE Wakeman, Frederic - THE HUCKSTERS 


DELL BOOKS (Each $.25) for June 


Kane, Henry - A HALO FOR NOBODY Lockridge, F. & R. - MURDER WITHIN MURDER 
Kendrick, Baynard - BLIND MAN'S BLUFF Reilly, Helen - MURDER ON ANGLER'S ISLAND 


THE GARDEN CITY PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. for June 7-- ain ae 


Triangle Books (Hach $.59) 


Baum, Vicki - MORTGAGE ON LIFE Lewton, Val - NO BED OF HER OWN ie 
Gresham, William Lindsay - NIGHTMARE ALLEY Williams, Ben Ames - LEAVE HER TO HEAVEN 


GkOSSET g DUNLAP 
Dollar Books 


Doyle, Sir A.C. - THE BEST OF SHERLOCK HOLMES Kelland, C. B. - ALIAS JANE SMITH 
: & Field, Peter - POWDER VALLEY SHOWDOWN Roden, H. W. - WAKE FOR A LADY 





Mi mo dager hy 
. : NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY for June 
_ _. Pelican Mentor ~ Johnson, James Weldon - THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF AN EX-COLOURED MAN - $.35 


Pelican Signets (Each $.25) 


Balch, Nigel - MINE OWN EXECUTIONER Raine, W. McL. - SONS OF THE SADDLE 
Le May, Alan - CATTLE KINGDOM Geddes, Donald- £d. -ABOUT THE KINSEY REPORT 
(Signet Special) 


POCKET BOOKS, INC. (Each $.25) for June 


Baldwin, Faith - REHEARSAL FOR LOVE Moore, Ruth - DEEP WATERS (Spoonhandle -orig- 

Dickens, Charles - OLIVER TWIST title) 

Dowst, Robert - WIN, PLACE AND SHOW Queen, Ellery - THE MURDERER IS A FOX 

Hodgins, Eric - MR, BLANDINGS BUILDS HIS Rice, Craig - THE THURSDAY TURKEY MURDERS 
DREAM HOUSE Smith, Thorne - SKIN AND BONES 


WORLD PUBLISHING for June 
Forum Books (Each $1.00) 


Benefield, Harry-TEXAS BROOKLYN AND HEAVEN Bromfield, Louis - AWAKE AND REHEARSE 
Jastrow, Joseph - FREUD: HIS DREAM AND SEX THEORIES 


Tower Books (Each $.59) 


Gardner, Erle Stanley - THE CLEW OF THE FORGOTTEN MURDER 
Queen, Ellery - THE EGYPTIAN CROSS MYSTERY 


RO Qe Ph OE A ea 
May 24 


Madelin, Louis Roy 
TALLEYRAND $3.50 


Subtitled "A Vivid Biography of the Amoral, Unscrupulous and Fascinating French 
Statesman" - this combines scholarship with a flair for writing which should make it in- 
teresting reading. An unsympathetic but penetrating picture of Talleyrand,- brilliant, 
uncanny in his ability to foresee the right side and put himself there, despite the vi- 
cissitudes of French government from 1780, when he first achieved prominence, to his a 
death in 1838. From a bishop in the Catholic Church, he became a supporter of the French 7 
Revolution, then a trusted adviser of Napoleon's, a leader of intrigue against Napoleon- : 
along with Metternich, Austrian diplomat, and others- a policy maker at the Congress of 
Vienna, back to the side of the Bourbons in their brief return to power, instigator and = 
supporter of the revolution that put Louis Philippe on the throne, and finally- at death- © 
reaching reconciliation with the Church on his own terms - and throughout this checkered — 
career, never in danger of losing control. While of particular interest to students of ~~ 
history, it should have wider market among those who enjoy following intrigue in govern- a 
mental and diplomatic circles. Not for quick sale, but of lasting value. : a 


Fielding, Temple : ie Wm. Sloane 
FIELDING'S NEW TRAVEL GUIDE TO EuROPE ~ /O $3.75 


asi A wholly new type of travel guide, and one specifically directed to men, this 

should be immediately popular in this first summer of European travel since the war. Not Bi 
to be recommended as a handbook on what to see and do; but a practical, realistic collec- 
_ tion of facts about air travel, luggage, clothes to take, trivia of everyday needs and vs 
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knowledge, tipping, black market, laundry, cleaning, food, etc. This for the opening 
chapters. From there he takes each of 22 countries (including some odd ones, such as 
Ethiopie) and in concise, almost outline form, summarizes salient facts on transporta- 
& tion, hotels, “ladies of the evening", what to buy and what not to buy, night spots, and 
a bit about the country and the people, the main cities and important sights. But don’t 
look on this as a substitute, for instance, for Clara Laughlin's handbooks. 







































June 22 

~ 
Barbour, Harriot Buxton Houghton, Mifflin 
SANDWICH, THE TOWN THAT GLASS BUILT $3<50 


i 

This is a different sort of book from Townsend Soudder's Concord - but has its 
own claim to appeal, among not only historians and antiquerians, but to people specifi- 
cally interested in the history of glass-making (and their name is legion in these days 
of amateur collectors of pressed glass). This is the.story of a family- the Jarves, who, 
in Deming Jarves, founded the famous glassworks which have spread the fame of Sandwich 
throughout the world; it is the story of a country town, touched by the Industrial Revo- 
lution, growing into an industrial center with specialized industry; it is the story- 
in miniature- of the labor movement in America; it is the story of the reflection of the 
nation’s history in a backwater, where the spirit of democracy was strong, where Daniel 
Webster set his mark, where monetary crises were reflected in the daily work round. And 
finally, it is the story of the early steps which led from a craft to mass production. 
Susur + WwW Phelss: 


7 il 


June 23 Y 
Marvel, Tom Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE NEW CONGO 85.00 | 
ee A study of contemporary results of 19th and early 20th century imperialism in 4a 


the Belgian Congo. The author, against a brief historical survey of exploration and con- ~ 
quest, gives an account of a tour through the area:- the rubber plantations, the coffee 
plantations, the new and efficient silkworm developments, the model towns around the cop- ~ 
per and diamond mines, the railroads, modern motor roads, well-run river boat trips. At ~~ 
each point the benevolent imperialism of Belgium is exposed and pointed up, for the read- | 
er. The schools, the model homes, protection against disease, the family life of the , 
natives provide constant source of wonderment to the author (and to this reader!). The 
white man's burden and the way it is carried is a thread running through the book, while 
his occasional slips and failures are conveniently overlooked. Illustrated with maps 
and photographs. 





Kaufmann, Fritz Harper 
YOUR JOB v $2. ae 


Informational rather than inspirational advice about choosing a job, finding © 
it, holding it, this is chiefly concerned with categorizing types of jobs and means of | 
access to proper information about them, workers' rights and responsibilities under ex- 
isting labor laws. What you want to do- what you can do- where you can get vocational 
help (literature, channels, agencies, etc.); wages and hours; sociel security; addition- 
al training; the interview; maintaining and a in your job; finally the Federal 
and State directories and material available. A wide coverage of helpful information in 
the field of employment, useful for both employer end employee, 


June 28 V is 
| & Rothery, Agnes S Wee 
ICELAND , | $3.75 


An informed and informing and informal picture of’ a aisieitaiy so recently in- 
portant to the American army, and of current importance an ay Oe octee years” wie a 
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hearsay fame. Agnes Rothery is our favorite guide to countries of the northland, and 
this is a worthwhile addition to her series. The facts of national, family and daily 
life, the sights, speech, literature, statistics, education, history, and so on, are 
given in pleasant, leisurely, descriptive manner. The character of the individual towns 
. is \shoroughly explored, their qualities assessed. Personal exploration has revealed 
natural beauties, points of interest, in a country singularly un-tourist minded, and this 
should fill a gap for the air traveler today, the travelbent stay-at-home. Illustrated. 


June ??? 


O'Connor, William Van-£d. Univ. of Minnesota 
FORMS OF MODERN FICTION $4.75 


Twenty one outstanding critios discuss various aspects of the form and tech- 
nique of the novel, and representative novelists. The key to the general approach is set 
by the editor, William Van O'Connor, in the introductory essay, 7he Novel in Our Time, 
Mark Schorer and Allen Tate expand the thesis in discussing7echnique as Discovery @nd 
Techniques of Fiction. But the bulk of the material might be considered as exemplifying 
the critical approach, grounded in appreciation of the significance of technique, and ap- 
plied to appraisal of as varied writers as Henry James, James Joyce, D.H. Lawrence, F. 
Scott Fitzgerald, William Faulkmer, E.M. Forster, Andre Gide, Aldous Huxley, Graham 
Greene, Robert Penn Warren. A book that demands a thorough familiarity with the writers 
discussed, as no effort is made to supply deficiencies of knowledge, the assumption that ~ 
the reader is on familiar ground. This will somewhat limit the scope of the market to 
students, critics, and omnivorous readers of the modern leaders in the novel field. Some 
of the Srtedbuters are themselves novelists turned critic (or in some instances poets, 
or critics, turned novelists),-T.S. Eliot, Lionel Trilling, Robert Penn Warren, etc. 


July 8 


Drepperd, Carl W. Doubleday 
HANDBOOK OF ANTIQUE CHAIRS $3.00 i 
3 
Useful addition to an indispensable series for the amateur collector - and 4 
book that should be valuable to dealers-as well. The historical background of chairs, 
rhe credit due China for much that we think of as originating in England and France, the 
actual significance of the loosely used terms such as Chippendale, Heppelwhite, Sheraton- 
and- closer home of Hitchcock and Duncan Phyfe,- all supplies good reading for those who 
can take some debunking without pain.A complete report is difficult without access to 


the 125 pages of illustrations with amplified ceptions, but familiarity with the author's ~ 


Primer of American Antiques, etc. will be enough to indicate the format and market for 
this. The subject, we should think, would appeal to a wider market than his book on 
clocks. An extensive glossary covers usual and unusual terms related to antique chair 


collecting. 


ISABEL AND THE SEA $3.00 

Leisurely personal adventure in a 3l-ton auxiliary ketch, the 7ruant, prevides — 
& novel travel book of a voyage from England to Greece. Perhaps less dramatic than his = 
Horned Pigeon and Waiting in the Night, this has a certain charm of its own. With Isabel, | 
his wife, he purchased and outfitted the 7ruant; they crossed to France, cruised through | 
the locks of the Seine, down the canals to Marseilles, where they ran aground; they visit- | 
ed Beaverbrook, the Duke and Duchess of Windsor, Somerset Maugham at Antibes; they went — 
on to Anzio, Rome, Naples, Capri, and. through storm waters to Greece, experienced a per- 
~ fod of vendetta in Athens, of quiet days in Poros. Throughout there is comment on the a 
changes war has brought - physically, morally, and the whole forms an interesting itiner- | 
ary, and a novel sade in narrative outgoing, ‘observant ,. naira eae keh — 


Millar, George | Doubleday 
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Rogers, W.G. Rinehart 
€& WHEN THIS YOU SEE REMEMBER ME $3.00 


A biography of Gertrude Stein, which is personal, appreciative, affectionate. 
The author is an American soldier she befriended in 1917, and who remained “Kiddie® 
through the years until her death. This records his first trips with-Miss.Stein and 
Miss Toklas in “Auntie”, their old car, through France; the meeting again in 19535; her 
writing, her interest in art, particularly in Picasso; what she called “every day their 
daily island living every day"; her dogs, her trip to the United States; again war and 
France's fall; her political views; her death. There is always a kindly interpretation 
of her conduct and costumes; of her need to be conspicuous, springing from unhappy 
childhood; her unsatisfied desire to be read instead of looked at; at her naive vanity; 
and his acceptance of her claim to genius, which others, less aliured, will contest. x 
A biography which will find an audience among her advocates. “3 


July 9 


Fairbank, John King Harvard University Press 
THE UNITED STATES AND CHINA $3.50 


Of more general interest than the limitations of title would suggest, this is 

a scholarly but highly readable study of China today and the possibilities of the future, 
in terms of its history. The author views the interwoven strands of Chinese cultural 
tradition; its social, economic, political and religious pattern; its history and the 
impact of the west, particularly of America; the roots of nationalism, revolution and 
authoritarianism; problems of reconstruction and the future. Throughout, the author has 
sustained an objective view of Chinese communism and the Kuomintang; he feels that Amer- 
ican public opinion demands that the Kuomintang become more democratic, while he con- 
siders that democracy-American style- would not transplant to China. We must support 
the trends of nationalism and liberalism, and supply economic aid before expecting poli- 
tical reconstruction. Thorough and competent. 


e1 
July 12 
Brittain, Vera Macmillan 3 
ON BEING AN AUTHOR $3.00 - | 





Though designed for a professional, literary audience (or aspirants to it) this  ~ 
is at all times interesting to anyone concerned in writing or publishing, in its integrity ~ 
of purpose, its concessions to the practicalities of authorship, its advice, based on ac- ~ 
tual experience. The advantages of a literary livelihood, and some of the illusions; the — 
essentials; the fields of authorship - and types of market; earnings; best sellers, profit ~ 
or prestige; her own personal experiments, in early as well as later years. Notes at a4 
chapter ends, supplied by Prof. Savage of the University of Washington, give this paral- 
lels in the American scene. The text has much of personal, anecdotal to general, facets, | 
and literary illustration to make this appeal to the general public interested in writers ~~ 
as well as writing. — 





July“?? UL 9 
is 
Lowell, Juliet : Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
DEAR MR, CONGRESSMAN $1.00 Be 


Another in a series of correspondents’ boners, this has again good merohandisins § 
plus sale value. For the national illiteracy is expressed in pleas, vituperation, requests, 
insults, comments, written to congressmen in office, and giving the voting public's idea o: ps 
its rights and the privileges of free speech. Some funny lines, phrasings, Gomnnetys keep 
this in line with the previous titles. Just how much of this the teuet sages ‘absorb © 
question before the hpuse! " cane 
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Teal, Val Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
IT WAS NOT WHAT I EXPECTED $2.75 


Plenty of participation in parental problems as the author tells of her three 
boys, John, Peter and Topper, and the changes that occurred as she got the family she 
longed for. From a conscientious, hag-ridden mother of one, to the old-hand attitude 
when there were two, then further modulation when there were three, Mrs. Teal, with con- 
siderable hilarity, discovers the blanks in book learning on how to raise a family. Re- 
lations bring complications in their too verbal helpfulness. Each of the three was an 
individual, amazingly different. She goes on to their school life, the qualities of 
their holidays, the attitudes of husband, friends and neighbors towards the boys’ es- 
capades. She finds life quite different from their memories of her own mother and her 
many brothers and sisters. The loss of two other babies is balanced in part by the 
arrival of a baby girl. Steering away from sentimentality, she produces a vivacious, 
gaily turned account of modern parenthood. 


And These Last Minute Arrivals 


Holland, Ray P. Barnes 
BIRD DOGS $5.00 
4 
A beautiful book, with illustrations in color and line by Fred McCaleb, and 
numerous photographs showing every type of bird dog- many of them in action. In one. 
book, here are the basic facts sportsmen want to know on breeds, standards, yard and 
field training, kenneling, care and feeding. It is a book for identification; for show-~ 
ing; for learning how to train your pup for practical use in gunning. Included are-all 
breeds used as bird dogs:- pointers, setters, spaniels, griffons, retrievers, and a few 


P ) odd breeds that have proved some native instinct in the field. Good addition to the 
Sportsman's Library, by a man who has an established reputation with fellow sportsmen. 


Allen, R.C. Barrows — 
ROSES FOR BVERY GARDEN | $3.50 


This is the best book for the amateur rose enthusiast- and probably will be 
thoroughly appreciated by the expert as well. The intention is to strip rose culture 
of the complications, to emphasize practices essential to success - and in this he suc- 
ceeds. In discussing the soil, step-by-step processes of planting, of care, of pruning, 
fertilizing, mulching, protection from insects and disease, he gives one the feeling 
that any intelligent gardener can grow roses. Of the more than 5000 varieties, he lists 
@ generous assortment, classifying them by color, class and use, and illustrating in full 
color some 32 examples. A practical- and beautiful- handbook. 


Lomax, John & Alan Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
FOLK SONG U.S.A. $6.00 


. The Lomax' family is associated in the minds of all who know anything about 
folk music in America with being both pioneers and experts in the field. Now with the 
help of the Seegers, who have madethe musical arrangements, simple enough for almost un- 
iversal use, they have presented 111 best American ballads, and introduced them by groups, 
with forewords placing each song, on its source, regional, sectional, historical, tradi- 
tional and occupational background. The book then is both informative for the student 

*  — interested in this phase of Americana, and practical for those who want to use it for 

| @ > group singing, square dancing and various of the newly popular entertainments. A fine 
Be piece of book-making, with spot drawings, decorative drawings, good typography. The ap- 
pendices supply excellent and exhaustive lists of books, records, and a unique sort of 


double indexing. 
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Harrison, G.B.-£d. Harcourt, Brace 4 
SHAKESPEARE: Plays & Sonnets $7.50 Be 






23 plays have been selected for this collection, which should provide the aver- 
age person interested in Shakespeare with material for read.ng and study and a resultant * 
comfortable and intelligent familiarity with the best of Shakespeare. There is an excel- a 
lent general introduction, with sound background information on Shakespeare, his times, 4 
the historical and linguistic data necessary to intelligent reading, something of the ~J 
drama of the period, the playhouses, the method of studying the text, and reading lists 4 
for further study. For the plays themselves, the Globe text has been used, and foot- 
notes, not too elaborate, tie the reference material into the actual reading of the text. 
Judicious modernization of spelling, punctuation, capitalization seems thoroughly justi- 
fied. The book is surprisingly easy to handle despite its large size and 1090 pages .(5/6) 































laughlin, Clara E. Revised editions of Houghton, Mifflin 
SO YOU'RE GOING TO SCANDINAVIA! ea. $4.00 
SO YOU'RE GOING TO ENGLAND! 


The whole series is coming back into print, and these first two indicate the : 
wise editing and judicious revisions that have brought them as nearly up to date as possi-- 
ble in times when transportation facilities, hotels, and costs are still unstable. The 4 
books themselves need no introduction; they are essential handbooks for the traveller. 


Editors of LOOK Two More Volumes in Series Houghton, Mifflin 
ea. $5.00 
THE CENTRAL NORTHEAST - in collaboration with Gerald W. Johnson 
THE FAR WEST - with an introduction by Joseph Henry Jackson 


Two more of the nine regional guides, introducing parts of America through 
text and superb photographs, many of them in full color. The market is predictable. 
The volume on The Far West is well timed for the California centennial celebration. 


Smith, Richard M., MD ; Houghton, Mifflin 
THE BABY'S FIRST TWO YEARS $2.75 


Modernized and revised (this is the 4th edition), this still seems obviously 
not of this generation in its advice on physical care, which is definitely cotton-wool. 4g 
The psychological attitudes, on the other hand, are contemporary and flexible, sound and ~~ 
sensible, and the coverage includes the nursery, clothes, growth and development, feed- ~~ 
ing, foods, habits and habit training, sleep, exercise, toys, immunizations and. sickness- 
es, travel, a typical day, etc. You may be startled at the inclusion of long garters in ~ 
the layette, which may indicate a market among grandmothers rather than mothers. (5/25) ~~ 


Miller, John C. Little, Brom 
TRIUMPH OF FREEDOM | $6.50 


This is a@ companion volume to the able Qrigins of the American Revolution, 
published in 1943, and again we have a vigorous and at same time scholarly study of the 
years of Revolution. This is not the conventional military and strategic chronology; 
rather it places the forces of revolution, the ebb and flow of events, the place in the 
European picture, the battle of external issues to which this contributed and by which 4 
it was affected. One gets, too, the sense of disunity, disillusionment, the finanaial | 
moress, the disintegration of troops, the jealousies and betrayals, - a picture shorn of ~ 
sentimentality and nationalistic bravado, as the thirteen colonies struggled towards a 
Ge lofty goal, often lost sight of in the throes of the tragedies of war. The picture of — 

England, while not so detailed, is infinitely more meticulous than would be expected in © 
@ one-volume history. As the war ends, one wonders how two such unready, ill-prepared 
nations could have fought through to any measure of conclusion. Modern approach to 
history. (May) x 
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Tavenner, Blair | Little, Brown 
SEEING CALIFORNIA $3.50 


To anyone who has fallen for the magic of California, this will have nostal- 
gic appeal, and make one yearn to follow its suggestions for a holiday in California, 
a diversity of things to see and do, and the ways and means of doing it. For those who 
plan a first trip, no matter from what direction they approach the state, this is that 
best of all guides,- practical, matter-of-fact, when it comes to routes, places to stay, 
things to do, but inspired, too, with the sense of knowing and loving the places. His- 
tory, personalities, anecdote, legend and lore, all take their place as integral parts 
of the whole. This is no routine Blue Book, but a combination of handbook and guide, 
designed for a three weeks- or more- tour of the state. 


Young, Hazel Little, Brown 
THE WORKING GIRL'S OWN COOK BOOK $2.50 


* A sequel to The Working Girl Must Eat, which should make her not only a compe- 
tent but a good cook. The book is built around 50 basic menu patterns, with work plans 
(giving order of procedure, timing, etc.) suggestion variations (with cross reference to 
others), and including recipes for the specific menu. Sections on shopping tips, quanti-~ 
ties (this particularly valuable for the neophyte), cooking methods,use of leftovers (I 

got some new ideas myself), and double duty planning ahead, all should prove valuable 
hints for beginning cooks. The recipes are very clearly and concisely presented, talking 
‘nothing for granted in the way of previous experience. (5/7) 
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HOBBS GUIDES Rand, MoNally 
Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 now ready Each $.50 


gio iad a 
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So far, Hobbs’ Guides are available only on areas west of the Mississippi, an 
area not so overburdened with first aids to the hungry and sleepy motorist as the east. 
Here are reliable, unbiased listings (tied in with routes and mileage) of more than 
1,000 establishments per guide. They are rated as luxurious-above average- plain but 
good. Points of interest and best routes from place to place form an integral part of 
the guides. The sample we saw is pocket size, light and easy to handle, flexible heavy a 
paper binding. There are a few city maps, one central spread map indicating the sections ~~ 
covered by guides l, 2, 3, 4. 


Patri, Angelo . Rand, McNally 
HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD GROW UP $4.00 


From syndicated columns into book form, these are the opinions of an educator o 
, Who has worked 50 years with children and parents, and still sounds undeted. While funda- ~ 
mentally consistent and firm in approach, there is alweys a flexibility applied to the in- ~ 
~~, dividual instance. Here are common child problems, at home, in school, in the neighbor- 
oA hood; the importance of love, of helping him become an individual; differences between 
children; plan and entertainment; obedience and punishment; manners; money; illness; 
religions; the new baby; the adolescent, and so on. Advice in common terms of human in-— 
terest, rather than that of the professional psychologist. (5/8) 


Hazard, Joseph T. Superior 
OUR LIVING FORESTS $4.00 


This is more than the story of conservation and the problems of our forests. 
It is also the story of timbering, of famous trees, of forest fires, logging practices, af 
and the vital part trees play in the national economy, the national life. From personal ~~ 
experience in the field, the author writes of adventures in the forests, describes the — 4 
school of forestry's course of education, reviews the many uses of the whole tree, the 
principles of reforestration, many details on the ways of trees. A book not only for 
See Dac oepetebed ates iptal but for students of CORRE OF and theee interestecd in the out- 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 






Apple ton-Century 






Fortune, Jan- MISS ABBIE'S HONOR- from 6/15 to 5/21 177 
John Day g 
Sjahrir, S. - OUT OF EXILE - from 5/27 to 6/? 205 
Doubleday 3 
Lyons , Eugene- OUR UNKNOWN EX-PRESIDENT- from $2.50 to $3.00 191 
Riess, Curt- JOSEPH GOEBRELS- postponed to future 209 
Swain, Ralph B.- THE INSECT GUIDE- from 5/27 to 6/10 187 
Wodehouse, P.G.- SPRING FEVER- price from $2.50 to $2.44 151 
Houghton, Mifflin 
Cohn, D. L.- WHERE I WAS BORN AND RAISED- from 4/14 to 5/13 160 
Foltz, C., Jr.- THE MASQUERADE IN SPAIN- from 5/25 to 6/1 187 
Warner, E.- NEW SONG IN A STRANGE LAND- definite date 6/2 192 
West, D.- THE LIVING IS EASY- price from $2.75 to $3.50 | 1h9 
Knopf 
Claflin, Bert- MUSKIE FISHING- price from $3.50 to $4.00 163 
Macmillan 
Askins, C.- WING AND TRAP SHOOTING- from 5/25 to 6/8 118 
Davies, D.R.- REINHOID NIEBUBR- from 4/20 to 6/8 118 
Hume, H.H.- AZAIBZAS- from 4/27 to 5/25 161 @ 
Lewis, P.- EATING FOR HEALTH- from 6/22 to 7/27 eS 
Menninger, W.C.- PSYCHIATRY IN A TROUBIED WORID- from 6/23 to 5/18 207 
Standish, R.- THE GULF OF TIME- from 5/18 to 5/25 150 @ 
Wecter, Dixon- THE AGE OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION- from 6/23 to 7/13 207 
Random House a 
Dodge, David- HOW LOST WAS MY WEEKEND- price from $3.00 to $2.75 101° 4 
Rinehart = 
ee Allen, H.- TOWARD THE MORNING- from 6/26 to 8/26 173-. 3 
Minter, J.E.- THE CHAGRES- postponed to 8/19 102 @ 
Seward, K.- THE LEGEND OF HENRY FORD- from 6/3 to 6/10. Price from $3.50 a 
to $5.00 188 
Tucker, W.- THE DOVE- from 6/17 to 6/10 201 -& 
Unger, L.- T.S. ELIOT- from 5/27 to 6/10 190° 4 
Scribner ; a 
Caldwell, Taylor- MELISSA- definite date 6/21 178. = 
Ford, Leslie- THE DEVIL'S STRONGHOLD- from 5/? to 7/19 157 = 
Simon & Schuster = 
Alman, David- THE WELL OF COMPASSION- from 6/? to 7/8 155 = 
Kane, Henry- REPORT FOR A CORPSE= definite date 6/11 180 
McDougald, Roman- LADY WITHOUT MERCY- from 5/? to published - ~ 19 
Cages | ¥ 
Laski, H.- THE AMERICAN DEMOCRACY- from 6/7 to 5/2h 132 @ 
Lovett, R.M.- ALL OUR YEARS=- from 5/24 to 5/17 186 & 
Whittlesey i 
McNaughton & Hehmeyer- HARRY TRUMAN- PRESIDENT- definite date 5/20. Price oS 
from $2.75 to $3.00 186 «=f 


Packer, Peter- THE INWARD VOYAGE- from 5/11 to 5/18. Price from $2.75 to $3.00 174 


Ulanov, Barry- THE INCREDIBIE CROSBY- from 5/? to 4/28 137 = 
A. A. Wyn é 1 
Acton & Yi-Hsieh- FOUR CAUTIONARY TALES- price from $3.50 to $2.50 199 “a 
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A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR JUNE 


Stern, G.B. 
Caldwell, Taylor 
Waugh, Evelyn 
Berlin, Ellin 


Wilder, Robert 
Kendrick, Baynard 


Marion, Frances 
Creed, Will 


Millar, Kenneth 
MacKinnon, Allan 
Eastman, Elizabeth 
Siller, Van 
Duncan, Davis 


laski, Harold J. 
Welles, Sumer 
Churchill, Winston 


MacQuarrie, Hector 
Barley, Ann 
Lyons, Eugene 


Carnegie, Dale 


White, Stewart E. 
Barbour, H.B. 


NON -~ 


eo, oe OR 


CONTEMPORARY 


WP som OF MINE (Macmillan) 
MELISSA (Scribner) 

THE LOVED ONE (Little, Brown) 
LACE CURTAIN (Doubleday) 


PERIOD, REGIONAL 


BRIGHT FEATHER (Putnam) 

THE FLAMES OF TIME (Scribner) July Literary 
Guild selection. 

WESTWARD THE DRAM (Doubleday) 

THE SWORD OF IL GRANDE (Little, Brown) 


THRILLERS 


THE THREB ROADS (Knopf) 

MAP OF MISTRUST (Doubleday) 

THE MOUSE WITH RED BYES (Farrer, Straus) 
PAUL'S APARTMENT (Doubleday) 

THE BRAMBLE BUSH (Macmillan) 


FECT? OR 


NATIONAL, INTERNATIONAL 


THE AMERICAN DEMOCRACY (Viking) 
We NEED NOT FAIL (Houghton, Mifflin) * 
THE GATHERING STORM (Houghton, Mifflin) * 


BIOGRAPHY 


VOUZA AND THE SOLOMON ISLANDS (Macmillan) 
PATRICK CALLS MB MOTHER (Harper) 
OUR UNKNOWN EBX-PRESIDENT (Doubleday) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


HOW TO STOP WORRYING AND START LIVING 
(Simon & Schuster) 
THE JOB OF LIVING (Dutton) 
SANDWICH, THE TOWN THAT GLASS BUILT 
(Houghton, Mifflin) 


Williams,H.L. @ 0.K.- MODERNIZING OLD HOUSES (Doubleday) 


far, galley material is still unavailable on these titles. 





BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service ww 38 Bank Street 
A LLL cc cc 
ee Vol, XVI May 15, 1948 
JUVER TLE SUPPLEME R72 er9 


Herald-Tribune Awards 


For Little Children:- 


Prize winner:- *MY FATHER'S DRAGON by Ruth Stiles Gannett.(Random House-$2.00) 
See report P. 194 


Runners-up: - *MR. AND MRS. NOAH by Lois Lenski. (Crowell-$1.00) See report P. 234, 
*JUANITA by Leo Politi. (Scribner- $2.00) See report P. 169 


*TINY ANIMAL STORIES by Dorothy Kunhardt. (Simon & Schuster-$1.00) 
See P. 169 


“FISH IN THE AIR by Kurt Wiese. (Viking- $2.00) See P. 194 
For Children Under 12:- 
Prize Winner:- *DAUGHTER OF THE MOUNTAINS by Louise Rankin (Viking-$2.50) See P.49 


APPLESEED FARM by Emily Taft Douglas (Abingdon-Cokesbury-$1.50) 


Gis Runners-up: - 
See P. 85 


*RIVER DRAGON by Carl D. Lane (Little, Brown-$2.50) See P. 21 


THE CASTLE OF GRUMPY GROUCH by Mary Dickerson Donahey (Random House- 
$2.00) See P, 48 


THE BEWITCHED CAVERNS by Leona Rienow (Scribner- $2.00) See P. 52 


For Older Children:- 





Prize Winner: THE CRIMSON ANCHOR by Felix Riesenberg (Dodd, Mead-$2.50) 
(Note— We do not have access to Dodd, Mead books) 


Runners-up: - THE SECRET OF THE BURIED TOMB by Clayton Knight (Knopf-$3.00) See P.87 
BITTERSWEET by Martha B. Harper (Longmans- $2.50) See P. 22 
“YOUR KIND INDULGENCE by Gladys Malvern (Messner-$2.50) See P. 111 
*HIGHPOCKETS by John R. Tunis (Morrow-$2.50) See P. 23 


Our "batting average" is reasonably high. All but two of the reported titles were very 
favorable reports; eight of them had asterisks, indicating exceptional merit. On two 
selections, our reviewer is rather emphatically in disagreement with the judges. 


Take advantage of the special advertising and promotion; use the poster, an amusing 
Mother Goose sort of sketch by the Provensons as background for window display of 

the books. This annual “Spring Festival Award" has made a great contribution to the 
cause of year-round publishing and promotion of children's books. More power to it. 
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PICTURE BOOKS 


Osswald, Edith Simon & Schuster 
COME PLAY HOUSE $.25 


*Good play book with short jingles and pictures throughout (less color than in 
most of the Little Golden Books- but very nice pictures by Eloise Wilkin) illustrating 
all the popular, happy, day-to-day games of very little children,- playing house, tea- 
party, dish-washing, laundry, packing for a trip, wedding party, etc. (Publ.) 


Lenski, Lois Crowell 
MR, AND MRS. NOAH $1.00 


*A first Bible story- in most households, this story of Noah's Ark (though we 
had an experience of heartbreak over the animals left behind to drown!). Here Lois 
Lenski has told it in her own special way, with the kinds of simple details that three 
and four year olds demand, and the repeat rhythm that brings the listeners into the story 
telling pattern. The pictures are charming, with the traditional wooden Noah's Ark fig- 
ures and clear bright postery colors. Stocking-book format, cloth bound, heavy paper.( Publ.) 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Shane, Ruth & Harold Simon & Schuster 
THE NEW BABY $.25 


There's a real need for a book which explores some of the basic anxieties and 
insecurities connected with the arrival of a new baby, and this does not attempt to go be- 
low the rather superficial handling of the problem, with Mike, who looks, in the pictures, 
about two years old. He is told that the baby is coming, in very matter-of-fact unsenti- 
mentalized way (all to the good); he is prepared for giving up his bed by the arrival of 
@ present, a new almost-grown-up bed for him; he has a vote in the baby's name. Valuable 
hints to handling the situation- and after all the other psychological problems may belong 
in a book for parents. The drawings, by Eloise Wilkin, are uneven in appeal. Ugly adults 
disturbed our small readers (as well as their mother). (Publ.) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (5 to 8&8) 


Love, Katherine- Ed. Crowell 
APRIL SHOWERS $1.00 


Appealing valentine kind of pictures, with the feel of Spring - and a collection 
of verses about rain. Old saws and nursery rhymes freshly presented in that popular small 
format, known as stocking books. There are a few lesser known poems by contemporary poets,- 
Hilda Conkling, Joyce Kilmer, Sara Teasdale, etc., as well as old favorites such as Chris- 
tina Rossetti and Kate Greenaway. Limited appeal, delightful in field. (Publ.) 


Credle, Ellis Oxford 
Photos.by Chas. Townsend MY PET PEEPELO $2.00 


The story of Little Tivo who lives in a Mexican mountain village and raises a” 
turkey to sell at the fair gives the author and photographer ample opportunity to explore 
the environment. So the book appeals on two levels. Small listeners will like the pictures 
as illustrating a might-be-true story from the home setting in the mountains through the 
adventure of market day, and the return to a happy homecoming, the pet still in Tivo's 
possession. Older children will find the documentary photographs informative and enter- 
taining, with detail which gives them more than usual appeal. Cloth. (Publ. ) - 
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Werner, Elsa Jane- 4d. Simon & Schuster 
THE GOLDEN BOOK OF NURSERY TALES $1.50 





A Giant Golden Book, with more than forty stories - a generous to overwhelming 
number of pictures, many in color, by Tibor Gergely. Old favorites are here, like The Gin- 
gerbread Boy, The Ugly Duckiing, Little Red Riding Hod, The Three Bears, Chicken Littie; ° 
there are some modern nursery tales by today's writers, Margaret Wise Brown, Lucy Sprague 
Mitchell, Peggy Bacon; there's even a Charles Lamb story for the classicists. There is a 
lack of evidence of much editorial judgment, but this can be offset by the fact that the 
catholicity of inclusion makes the book fit a growing family, at different age levels. 
Parents will have to use their own judgment, however, as there is no indication as to 
which stories fit the very small listeners, and which the older brothers and sisters. 

This is true as to vocabulary level, length of story, emotional balance. So sell to par- 
ents (it is definitely a merchandise item rather than for public libraries) with the sug- 
gestion that it be analyzed a bit before using it. The binding, in heavy board, is not 
ince yan ad reenforced for its 164 pages and it came apart in two days in one household. 
Publ. 

























Whitman 


Bannon, Laura 
WATCHDOG $2.50 












*There's a little known and delightful Mexican festival, a day on which caged 
birds are bought to be set free. This is here combined with a good dog story. A Mexican- 
Indian family, the father a toy maker, have a son Alberto who wants above all else an ap- 
pealing pup, Hector. In the course of the festival, Alberto acquires Hector, The reader- 
in the progress of the story- acquires a pleasant bit of information, both through text 
and the spirited, gay drawings by the author. Cloth binding, with picture pastedown. 

50 pp. (Publ.) 


ie; EASY READING 


Black, Irma Simonton Holiday House 
TOBY: A Curious Cat : $1.50 





















*This popular series by the author of the syndicated feature column, L:fe With 
Junior, is proving of special value with slow readers. The brief adventures of Toby who 
enjoys a series of pleasant antics in his new home provide good read aloud material for 
somewhat younger children. Pleasant format; short, easily handled page layout; cloth 
binding; black and white illustrations by Zhenya Gay. (Publ.) 


Norling, Jo & Ernest Holt 
POGO'S FARM ADVENTURE $1.50 


Information in popular form for easy reading. This is subtitled "A Story of Soil”, 
and John takes his dog, Pogo, to a big farm, where with the Westons, John learns at first 
hand about life on a big ranch-farm, about irrigation and farm animals, growing things and 
exciting high spots of the Summer. Pogo has a few adventures of his own, and this is-all in 
all- one of the best of a good series. Nice pictures in black and white throughout. (Publ.) 


8 to 11 — FICTION 
Blough, Glenn 0. Holt 
BENO The R:verburg Mayor $2.25 


*Good horseplay fiction with a foolish mayor who would take no advice from his 
council and accepted a wager that he could do any job. He became baker and the cookies 
ie rose to overflowing; he failed at teaching, at cobbling, and at all sorts of other things. 
And it makes the kind of nonsense that nine-year olds enjoy,- adults being awfully silly 
and inferior. Humility improves the mayor and he becomes a satisfactory official at last. 
Nice bookmaking - cloth - wraparound design in colored jacket. Loads of pictures in semi- 
caricature vein by John F. De Cuir. (Publ.) 
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Holt 
TEN BEAVER ROAD $2.50 


McLelland, Isabel Couper 


A comfortable family story of the McTavishes and their three children, who come 
from Scotland to the Oregon coast about 1910. A little mystery, a bit of suspense and ad- 
venture make this good material for the newer readers at this age level. Everyday events 
of a family of unexceptional children who are not called upon to perform great deeds, and 
a father and mother who have the wit to solve most of the family problems without endan- 
gering the children makes refreshing reading. Jolly line drawings with lots of verve by 
Mary Stevens. Red cloth binding- red plaid jacket. 152 pp. (Publ.) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN-Fiction 


Owen, Frank- 4d. | Lantern Press 
TEEN-AGE BASEBALL STORIES $2.50 


Another addition to this good series, in an excellent collection of pieces on 
America's top sport. From Boys’ Life, The Boy's World, S.E.P., This Week, The Open Road 
stories have been chosen that present every phase of baseball as told by a dozen and more 
writers who know the game as well as how to spin a yarn. Heroes for all, suspense plays, 
great moments in the game- a varied collection for fans. The line drawings by Drayton S. 
Hall are pretty poor. (5/20) 


Ransome, Arthur Macmillan 
GREAT NORTHERN? $2.75 


*You either are a Swallows' and Amazons’ fan, eagerly awaiting every new book by 
Arthur Ransome, or you aren't. I happen to qualify, so perhaps I am prejudiced. Anyhow, 
here's another book about a seafaring holiday in the Hebrides, with Dick, least aggressive 
of the crowd, as central figure, in his role as Naturalist. The usual nautical adventure, 
so accurately termed that even the most critical can find no fault; some shore excitement, 
as the youngsters run afoul of the natives, and are accused of disturbing the game; and 
finally, the story culminates in an exciting pitting of wits against an unscrupulous egg- 
collector, determined to raid the nest of the Great Northern Diver, which Dick has spotted. 
Lively story for children who like boats- and the personalities of the boys and girls 
cruising with Uncle Jim are familiar to faithful followers. (6/1) 


Grew, David David McKay 
WHITEPAW GOES NORTH $2.50.” 


A sequel to The Wiid Dog of Edmonton, this is again a yarn of separation and re- 
union. Whitepaw, the dog, violently torn from his master Dwight, becomes a member of an 
Arctic dog team. Dwight chases after him into the Arctic wastes, storms, polar bears, tim- 
ber wolves, suspicious-behaving Eskimos. The theme of the inseparability of loving boy and 
loyal dog is reiterated by some shadowy figures, not essential to the basic pattern of the 
story of suspense and action against an authentic Arctic setting. (Publ.) 


Karsavina, Jean Young World Books 
TREE BY THE WATERS $2.25 


' Mature early teen-agers, and those in the upper teens, have a keen awareness and 
interest in today's labor problems. Here is a story that leaves no doubt as to the view- 
point,- clear, direct, and pro-union - a novel of contemporary life in a New England mill 


town. This is the growing story of Abby Chapin, who has "an understanding” with her friend, 


‘Gay Bemis, son of the mill manager. As post-war union problems hit the town, the lines be- 








tween labor and management become more sharply drawn. Abby finds herself irrevocably com- 
mitted to the side of the working people,- Poles, Irish, American. Her beau is as ir- 
revocably drawn to the other side, where their financial interests lie. Background of 
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union activities, flood-town, anti-union strategy is unusual and meets a demand for this 
problem of ‘today. Occasionally too talky, but on the whole an interesting romance gives 
the talk dramatic and human interest in its direct presentation of labor's point of view. 
(Publ. ) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Duplicate TREE BY THE WATERS by Jean Karasvina, (see P. 236) for this section. (Young 
World Books) 


Tey, Josephine Macmillan 
MISS PYM DISPOSES $2.50 


A different sort of setting for a story of an amateur criminologist, as Miss 
Pym, retired French teacher, is in on a killing, when she stays at a school where she has 
lectured. She is perhaps more convincing as an amused and amusing bystander than as a 
psychologist-moralist-amateur criminologist. Good characterization of both students and 
eccentric faculty at a girls' physical training college in England, A fairly competent- 
though not consistently enterteaining-job. (Fuller report P. 223) (Publ.) 


NON--FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Holland, Ray P. Barnes 
BIRD DOGS $5.00 


A beautiful book, with illustrations in color and line, by Fred McCaleb, and 
photographs showing every type of bird dog. The text supplies the basic facts sportsmen 
want to know about breeds, standards, training, kenneling, care and feeding. It is a 
bool for identification as well as practical application in training a pup for gunning. 
Included are all breeds used as bird dogs. (Fuller report P. 229) (Publ.) 


Millar, George Doubleday 
ISABEL AND THE SBA $9 00 


Leisurely personal adventure in a 3l-ton auxiliary ketch provides a novel travel 
book of a voyage from England to Greece. With his wife, George Millar purchased and out- 
fitted the 7ruant; they crossed to France, cruised through the locks of the Seine, down 
to Marseilles; they went on to Anzio, Rome, Naples, Capri, and through storm waters to 
Greece. They experienced a period of vendetta in Athens, of quiet days in Poros. (For 
fuller report, see P. 227.) (7/8) 


Lomax, John & Alan Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
FOLK SONG U.S.A. $6.00 


lll best American ballads, with musical arrangements by the Seegers, and with 
explanatory text placing them as to source, region, history, traditional and occupational 
background. Fascinating folk material here; good Americana. ‘With the present craze for 
square dancing and group singing, it has great entertainment value. A beautiful piece 
of book-making. (For fuller report, see P. 220). (Publ.) 


Harrison, G.B.- Ed. | Harcourt, Brace 
SHAKESPBARE: Plays & Sonnets $7,50 


25 plays, carefully chosen, should provide the average person with material for 
reading and studying Shakespeare and a resultant intelligent familiarity with his best 
work. There is an excellent introduction, supplying sound background data on the man, 
his times, something of the drama of the period, the method of studying the text and read- 
ing lists for further study. The Globe text has been used. (Full report P. 230) (Publ.) 
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Miller, John C. Little, Brown 
TRIUMPH OF FREEDOM $6.50 


This is a reach up for late teens and early twenties, but for anyone interested 
in the years of the American Revolution, this provides a vigorous supplement to the routine 
textbook approach. This is not a conventional military and strategic chronology; rather 
it places the forces of revolution, the ebb and flow of events, the place in the European 
picture, the battle of external issues to which this contributed and by which it was af- 
ected. One gets a picture shorn of sentimentality and nationalistic bravado, as the 13 
colonies struggled to a lofty goal, often lost sight of in the tragedies of war. Even the 
picture of England in those years is more detailed than one would expect in a one-volume 
history. Modern approach. (Fuller report P. 230) (May) 


Young, Hazel Little, Brown 
THE WORKING GIRL'S OWN COOK BOOK $2.50 


*A sequel to The Working Girl Must Eat, which should make her not only competent 
but a good cook. The book is built around 50 basic menu patterns, with work plans, sug- 
gested variations, recipes. Sections on shopping tips, quantities, cooking methods, use 
of leftovers, double duty in planning ahead, should provide valuable hints for beginning 
cooks. The recipes are clearly presented. (Fuller report P. 231) (Publ.) 


Hazard, Joseph T. Superior 
OUR LIVING FORESTS $4.00 


This is more than the story of conservation; it is also the story of timbering, 
of famous trees, of forest fires, logging practices, and the vital part trees play in the 
national economy. The author writes of adventures in the forests; of the school of for- 
estry courses, of principles of reforestration, etc. The book should have vocationel and 
career value as well as appeal for those liking the outdoors. (Fuller report P.231) (Publ. ) 


BOOKS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 
Thomas, Edith Lovell- éd. Beacon Press 
MARTIN AND JUDY SONGS $2.50 


*A large, comfortable collection of songs, well presented for use with the child 
up to five. (Don't let the jacket scare you with the educational jargon on the fly-leaf.) 
The songs, with verses from familiar sources and music more varied and tuneful than usual 
in such collections, deal with simple familiar things, like sleeping, waking, leaves, rain, 
snow, wind, animals, flowers, boats, trains, food, tools, and so on. There are old folk 
melodies, fragments from the classics, modern composers set to new words. Play-charade 
directions accompany each clear, well-printed song. large, traditional illustrations. 
Cloth. Contents and first line index. 99 pp. (Publ.) 


Patri, Angelo Rand, McNally 
HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD GROW UP $4.00 


These are opinions of an educator and columnist who has worked for 50 years with 
children and parents, and still sounds undated. While fundamentally consistent and firm 
in approach, there is always a flexibility applied to the individual instance. Here are 
common child problems, at home, in school, in the neighborhood; the importance of love, 
of helping him become an individual; differences between children; play and entertainment; 
obedience and punishment; manners; money; illness; religions; the new baby; the adolescent, 
pand so on. Advice in terms of human interest, rather than of the professional psycholo- 
gist. (Fuller report, P. 231.) 













